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'hat kind o-f sentence does -Selcou have? 



<0 ClS iiith TO$sibilrr>/ oTya^ft 
b') £_i-fe without ?ossibilit>/ o4 parole 

Answer. <0 £.i*e with possibility o-f -parole, with a mandatory *~/o 
/ears. 



A/ow much, time has Selcou been made to serve 7 



Over ZX ^cars, b^ his. last parole hearing on /// \ m 



k/as this parole hearing within 3-/6 -years 7 



It was a-fter Z* V ears and a three v*ar set^o-f-f will brin 3 time 
sirve.6 in excess o-f /5 >y*ars over the mandatory /o >/ears the 
^aro\e statue prescribes -for a person similarly scr>+e.r\ce.d as 
Sefcou, 

Mi— — — — — ■— 




/Vo. 



//as an>/ other murderer, or -person accused o-f murder, been -pa- 
roled in under Z5 v/ears - the amount o-f time Sekou will have 



ilTllTiir 



Yes - many. One o-f the latest was released on /Z///17, the same 
da>/ Selcou was denied and ^iven an additional 3 ^years to se.rvc. 
This inmate had S9.rve.<i less than /o ^ears o-f his sentence. He. was 
paroled b>f the same board which has deemed Selcou's conviction 
to require up to at least Z5 ^ ears. 



testation o-f the Z)red Scott decision o-f I3SL, being given -full -force and 
e-f-fect in 1111? 0r, maybe to be more exact, where legal requirements 
^re. not withstanding, is it simply racial injustice at it' s best - /l|a~ 
bama style? Is the AVPP being vindictive in someone else's name or is 
it racially prejudiced towards me because I'm a reknown /Vew /1-frik.an 
Liberation Movement participant, -fraudulently railroaded to prison 
■for the murder o-f two white me.r\? Or is it simply business as usual and 
the f\3PP is really an essential component o-f the genocidal -plan against 
the -poor ar\d non-whites. ! 

Whatever the case, the A3PP is playing trod by passing judgment on me 
and maintaining a vindictive stance towards my parole, regardless o-f 
the legal statutes which govern my case. k>e must ask. wh>/ I have not 
been -freed when my release is long -past due, even by the standards 
set in the laws o-f Alabama. 



RISING FROM THE ASHES 



cal upkeep of elderly convicts, nor the over 1 ,000 state inmates languishing inside the 
county jails. If these people were released the prison system would still be 5000 
people over design capacity. 

Very little of this money is used to help formulate programs that would help 
offenders leam to become productive members of society, or to provide adequate food 
clothing, or medical care. In fact, the majority of the money used to fund the already 
existing programs comes from the Federal Government. Concomicantly, at the rally 
these programs were threated with closure due to lack of funding. 

As Warden Billy Mitchem stated: 
"The already overcrowding problems along with new inmates will effect the already 
existing programs of the institution and put strain on both officers and inmates " 

All of this was clever hoax to whip up paranoia. The Department of Correc- 
tions can not divert funding for these programs and apply it to security concerns, as it 
is federal money, not state dollars fueling the schools and drug therapy classes. The 
only thing state tax-payers money is used for is to pay correctional officers salaries 
and wages, maintain the physical construction and maintenance of the prisons and 
provide food, clothing and medical expenses of the inmates. 

Tax payers hard money isn't the only thing coming in the system. One can look 
at the contract agreements with correctional phone service providers that give the D O C 
40-60o/„ of it's net earnings. A 1 5 phone call fom Elmore County to Montgomery costs 
w.»; from Elmore to anywhere outside the local calling area costs $2.55 for the first 
minute and $.30 per eachh additional minute for at total cost of $6.75 per minute call- 
at $5.98 for the first minute and $.89 for every minute after, a 15 minute call out of 
state costs $18.40! With 27,000 inmates making phone calls, the amount the prison 
systems gets back on kick-backs is phenomenal. Of course you must also count in the 
prison commissary - where a stick of deoderant that would cost $.99 in the "free 
world" costs an inmate $3.00, or a pair of runnin shoes normally costing $ 14 95 sells 
for $40.00 in prison. Add in money made of the visitation yard from vending ma- 
chines and food dealers, co-pay medical, costs of pison IDs etc. 

The prison system also uses a form of socialistic plantationism to generate 
money. Prison slave laboreres work the fields of their agricultural enterprises, main- 
tern the ponds in their catfish franchise, tend to the cattle and pigs in their livestock 
dealings build furniture, work on cars, work in box factories and run the printshops 
bo much is being done in these business ventures that the Alabama Department of 
Corrections has a sub department called "Alabama Correctional Industries." Apart 
from this, the prison system leases out convict labor to private enterprises under the 
gu.se > of "work-release" programs. The D.O.C. gets a 40% cut of all the participants 
checks whom are in fact paid minimum wage by their "free world" employers to 
cover the "costs" of room, board and fransporatation to and from their jobs. 

To say now that the system is overcrowded is to say that it is time to build a new 
prison. Its time to gather another flock of workers to keep the Alabama prison planta- 
tions running. Its time to encaspulate more warm bodies in cold steel; to keep the cash 
flowing. Its time to keep black, Latino, and Indigenous communities under the heel of 
the.r oppressor. Its time to keep Alabama's business as usual policy as the foremost 
driving force. Its time to maintain and strenghten the status quo. Slavery is alive in 
le "Heart of the Dixie", the State of Alabama, KKKonfederate States of Amerikkka. 

Mndstenk ft l vrtnter ioc>3 p* '/I 



nipulation flowed an agenda to persuad the Legislature to appropriate more fundeing 
to "hire more guards" and boost the Departments' budget. Not one single idea was 
presented to release overcrowded conditions already existant in the prison system. It 
goes without saying that if widespread violence did erupt, the D.O.C. would get ex- 
actly what they want - COLD HARD CASH! 

It is now imperative more than ever to ask, "Is the Alabama Prison System truly 
over crowded?" Yes, they are, but by the very design of government officials. They 
are flooded intentionally to produce the illusion of overcrowding. This, in turn, pro- 
duces the need for more money for prison spending. There is much profit to be made 
in the business of warehousing humans beings. We have been told that the system is at 
the breaking point, that it is severely overcrowded, yet when we take a closer look at 
the issue, we see disturbing picture. Each year hundreds of people are returning to 
prison, not for committing new crimes but for technical parole violations such as 
failing to report on time, late payments of parole fees, moving into another house 
without prior notification, dirty urines, and even for being charged with new crimes to 
later have the charges dropped or acquited. In some instances, people have had their 
parole violated and returned to prison for such things as getting married or divorced 
without permission, or for not being inside the house after dark. The tax payers are 
forced to pay $9,000 per parole violater each year th keep them in prison. 

One must also consider the thousands of prisoners who are in their 50s, 60s, 
70s, and 80s who no longer "pose a threat to society, let alone make it around the camp 
for the "pill call" or "chow call." Couple this with the multitude of others who have 
completed every rehabilitative and educational program available, stayed out of trou- 
ble - receiving no disciplinaires for any type of rule violation and yet still are denied 
parole time after time. Some of these unfortunates have spent several years behind 
bars, most of them, in fact the majority over a decade. We can also consider those 
sentenced under the Habitual Criminal offender laws which can make punishment for 
up to life without parole the price to pay for stealing a Hub Cap. Recently the Alabama 
State Legislature introduced legislation to create a means for the courts to call the 
offendors, sentenced under this draconiun act, so that they may be re-sentenced to a 
lesser term or in the case of "non-violent" habitual offendors released from custody 
via parole or completion of sentence, yet because of beaureaucratic misgivings, no 
procedure has been implemented. The most recent obstacle being that there are no 
laws in the state of Alabama, defining who is classifieds as a violent offender. The 
irony is that hundreds, even thousands, of people have been denied release on parole 
for being "violent offendors' and there is no steps being taken to release those being 
held illegally as "violent offendors" who have been denied parole as such, despite the 
mandatory language which calls for the realease of all persons incarcarated who have 
served 1/3 of the their sentence or 10 years- whichever comes first 

There are 27,000 people estimated to be incarcerated in Alabama, though the 
system as a whole is designed to hold 12,000. It can be estdimated that 10,000 inmatees 
(presumably and even higher number) fall within the categories mentioned above. At 
the $9,000 it takes to house an inmate per year - the tax payers foot the bill of 
$90,000,000 each year to house those that are compatible with society and pose no 
threat to themselves or others and those being illegally detained as "violent offendors." 
This does not include the other 17,000 people in prison, the costs associated in medi- 
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lZ)ear Friends and Zwwor+ers: 
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Jit IS m>y pleasure t"0 announce "thai" a de-fer.se -fund -for political 
Jprisoner, J"ohn Tuo-/Vames has been set up. Man-y o-f -you ma>y be 

■familiar with J"ohn and his case, but i-f not, enclosed is a brie-* 

description o-f the situation. 

As with an>f endeavor to win the -freedom o-f a captured comrade, 
t"here is much work, to be done, and mone>/ to be raised to support 

■our efforts. U/e are asking <you to contribute what >/ou can to -free 

"this innocent man. 

■Your time, energy, talents, etc. are desperately v>^«.d^.d. donations 
■of mone>/ and stamps are always welcome, as J"ohn continues his 
■leqal battle for -freedom. U/e are trains to secure an attorney to 
■represent him, and like all parts o-f this unjust system, mone>/ is 
"an issue. 

5P\ease do what -you can to raise awareness about his case and set 
■the word out. This can be done through benefit concerts, pla>/s, 
■etc. speak outs and other creative endeavors. Petition signing and 
■letter writing are always helpful. 

■J"ohn thanks -you for -your continued support through all o-f this, 
■and as his wife, I also appreciate ^our solidarity and -friendship. 

Jfo jet involved contact me here. AW Checks/Alone^ Orders should be| 
■made out to Atnita C. fciendeau. J~. l. N. fv.rn.dom Collective 
■g 6. Bo x 3/615S. 3'irm'ir%yham. A\at>ama 3S13S 

jThank, >/ou -for >/our time and e-f -forts and stru^le. 
-Anita C. fciendeau J". Z. N. freedom Collective 

I 

—better* to the Parol* board, supporting 

■aMR.rdea.se should be sent to the Alabama Boar </ cf Pardons and Parole 

■and should include J"ohn s name and prison number. If possible, copies o4 

■the letter v\m.m.d to be sent to th* J.t.N fr**dom Collective. 

■U/rit* th* Parol* Board at". Alabama Board of Pardons and PacoXm. 

Lurleer. B. U/allaee building 

500 Monro* St s^~ 

| P0 $ox 362465, Montgomery, AL 3<»/36 ( G* 
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